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USS Stormes

(DD-750)

1967-7968




USS STORMES (DD-780), was named after CDR M.C. STORMES, a courageous Naval Officer who gave his
life for his country in the battle of Guadalcanal. USS STORMES was commissioned January 27, 1945 at
Seattle, Washington.

USS STORMES saw considerable action during World War II. On May 25, 1945 during the Okinawa invasion,
STORMES was ripped open just forward of the after five inch gunmount by a Japanese suicide plane. A powder
magazine exploded tearing a hole in the ship, but she was able to get back into port where she spent the re-
mainder of the war.

After the War, USS STORMES was occupied with routine patrols and exercises until August 1950 when she
was decommissioned. One month later the Korean Conflict made it necessary to reactivate her. Again she saw
considerable wartime action. In 1956 USS STORMES was one of the U.S. Naval units in the Mediterranean
during the Suez Crisis.

USS STORMES began a shipyard overhaul in June 1960 which changed her into one of the most modern ships
in the ‘“New Navy'’. At a cost of 3.4 millions of dollars, the ship was given a complete Fleet Rehabilitation
and Remodernization (FRAM). Upon completion of FRAM USS STORMES joined Task Group Alfa.

Task Group Alfa is a fast—moving ‘‘Hunter—Killer’’ group established in 1958 and given the mission of
accelerating the development of the ‘“ ASW’’ readiness of the Atlantic Fleet. Task Group ALFA is composed
of an aircraft carrier, destroyers, anti—submarine submarines, and shore and carrier—based aircraft.

USS STORMES has also participated in three Project Mercury astronaut shots; Air Force Captain Grissom’s
sub—orbital shot, Marine Colonel Glenn’s three orbit shot and the shot in which the United States orbited
its first living being, the Astronaut Chimp, ENOS. On 29 November 1961 STORMES had the honor of recover-
ing the chimp and capsule 200 miles south of Bermuda.

The rest of 1961 and 1962 were spent operating with Task Group ALFA and perfecting new techniques of
anti—submarine warfare.

On 9 November 1962 during the Cuban Crisis, USS STORMES got underway for the Cuban Blockade. When
tensions eased, she again returned to her ASW role in operations along our Eastern Seaboard.

On August 21, 1963 DD—780 paid a visit to Santa Marta, Columbia. STORMES was the first U.S. ship to
visit Santa Marta since the USS GRAMPUS moored there in 1830 in an attempt to save the life of the South
American Liberator, Simon Bolivar.

The latter part of 1963 STORMES underwent her regular three year overhaul. This was significant because
she was the first FRAM II ship to return to the yard for overhaul after FRAM.

USS STORMES spent 1964 with Task Group ALFA and in October, participated in the largest Naval Exer-
cise since World War II. ‘‘ Steelpike I'’, as it was called, was an amphibious exercise which saw many marines
and supplies transported across the Atlantic. Task Group ALFA acted as the submarine hinter—killer force
that preceded the main body.




Again in 1965 USS STORMES participated in ASW operations with Task Group ALFA. During the month of
February, 1965, STORMES was fully readied to receive and operate the Drone Anti—Submarine Helicopter—
‘““DASH’’—weapons delivery system. During the month of March, STORMES successfully completed her DASH
shipboard qualifications. During May 1965 USS STORMES was ordered the Dominican Republic to patrol the
coastal waters during the Dominican Revolution. Upon completion of this duty STORMES returned to Norfolk
and regular ASW duties off the eastern coast of the United States.

USS STORMES continued her ASW duties through the first 22 months of 1966 and participated in ‘‘ Operation
Springboard’’. After a short time as ASW school ship for Fleet Sonar School in Key West, STORMES retumed
to Norfolk for a tender availability in preparation for deployment to the Western Pacific.

On the moming of 1 June, USS STORMES departed Norfolk in company with DESRON 32 for a 62 month de-
ployment to the Western Pacific. During this deployment, USS STORMES’ duties consisted primarily of rescue
destroyer services in the Tonkin Gulf for USS CONSTELLATION (CVA—64). At one time STORMES was call-
ed upon to provide Naval gunfire support off the coast of South Vietnam and in doing so, she broke up a major
enemy attack and inflicted heavy enemy losses. Upon completion of three days of gunfire support, USS
STORMES departed the coast of South Vietnam having successfully supported Allied ground forces and hav-
ing saved many lives. On 17 December 1966, USS STORMES returned to Norfolk via the Mediterranean Sea
thus completing an around the world cruise.

The 1966 Christmas season found USS STORMES at home in Norfolk for leave and upkeep, a very pleasant
rest. After limited local operations in the first months of 1967 all preparations were completed for STORMES'
1967 regular overhaul in Norfolk Naval Shipyard. The overhaul was lengthy and affected all departments
giving STORMES increased operational and weapons capabilities and affording comforts for her crew.

STORMES departed the shipyard in July and proceeded to Guantanamo Bay, Cuba for refresher training.
Many long hours and exhausting exercises later, STORMES retumed to Norfolk with a more seasoned crew,
a fully battle ready ship.

The latter half of October and early November 1967 found USS STORMES in the midst of‘‘ POM’’, prepara-
tion for overseas movement, in Norfolk. After a brief leave period and the completion of material prepara-
tions, STORMES departed on 14 November for a 5% month Mediterranean deployment. During the cruise
STORMES exercised in all phases of Naval operations, including gunnery, anti—submarine warfare, communi-
cations and operations and engineering exercises.

USS STORMES also participated with other units of Destroyer Squadron 32 in Fairgame VI, an annual joint
Sixth Fleet operation with French Naval forces.

Between operations USS STORMES visited many exciting liberty ports, including Naples and Genoa, Italy,
Izmir, Turkey, Bandol, and Golfe Juan, France and Cartagena and Malaga, Spain.

On 23 April 1968 USS STORMES retummed to Norfolk, Virginia thus marking the end of another successful
deployment.
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COMMANDER CHARLES E. RAWSON, USN

Commander Charles E. Rawson was born in Lincoln, Nebraska and is a graduate of the United States Mer—
Marine Academy, Kingspoint, New York. He was commissioned in 1946 and assigned to the heavy cruiser
USS ST. PAUL (CA—-73) as an Engineering Division Officer. During this tour of duty ST. PAUL was flagship
for the Battleship, Cruiser Force Pacific Fleet and toured the UN mandated islands in the Pacific as well as
spending considerable periods of time on the China Station. In 1949—1951, he served on USS HAMUL (AD-20)
as Gunnery Officer and Operations Officer. HAMUL was homeported in England until the start of the Korean
War at which time it was transferred to the Pacific Fleet as flagship for COMDESFLOT ONE. Subsequent
duties includied a tour in Naples, Italy as Industrial Relations Officer for the Headquarters Support Activity.

Commander RAWSON then reported aboard USS BROWNSON (DD—868) as Engineer Officer and went around
the world on that ship in 1953—1954. He was Executive Officer when detached for a tour of duty under
instruction at the University of North Carolina. This was followed by duty on the Staff of Commander Escort
Squadron EIGHT.

In 1957 Commander RAWSON was Executive Officer of USS BASILONE (DD—824) and participated in the
Lebanon Operation.

During the period 1958—1960 he was Head, Advanced Bases and Special Projects in the Office of the Chief
of Naval Operations after which he served in USS VIGIL (AGR—12) as Commanding Officer. His duty immedi—
ately prior to assumming command of USS STORMES (DD—780) was with the Office of Naval Research as ASW
Project Officer, Undersea warfare Division.

Commander RAWSON is a graduate of the U. S. Naval Postgraduate School where he majored in Navy Man—
agement.

Commander RAWSON is married to the former Heather Barber of Plymouth, England. They have one child.
a daughter, Devon Marie.




LCDR. P. M. REITZEL LCDR. P. C. LOWN
EXECUTIVE OFFICER EXECUTIVE OFFICER
TO 31 JANUARY, 1968 31 JANUARY, 1968 TO PRESENT

LT. J. LAPEAN LT. J. JOHNS
WEAPONS DEPARTMENT OPERATIONS DEPARTMENT

ENS. A. ANDERSON LT. R. MARSH
SUPPLY DEPARTMENT ENGINEERING DEPARTMENT




LTJG W, TAYLOR
1ST., AND 2ND, DIVISION OFFICER

W, Wilson, BM1 L. Howell, BM3 J. Smith, BM3 G. Gleik, SN H. Kilgore, SN R. Lally, SN

R. MacConnel, BMSN J, Taravella, SN R. Thompson, SN L. Toole, SN G. Bradshaw, SA O, Henry, SA

C, Lewis, SA J. Lewis, SA W. Mitchell, SA J. Ryon, SA I'. Spence, SA R, Stroud, SA




E. Law, BM2 J. Anderson, SN R. Blair, SN S. Chandler, SN D, Edwards, SN

! J. Engemann, SN J. Fifield, SN W. Kozikowski, SA T. Larid, SN J. McCahan, BMSN
|

D. Minter, BMSN R, Reece, SN T. Stillwell, SN W. Wertz, SN T. Williams, SR
:

LHERES MY
COFFEE CLP?







LTJG J, FRENCH
FOX DIVISION

W, Degrange, STG2 A, Maurine,

F, Collard, SN

W

STG2

D, Lester, STGSN

-

F. Royer, STG2

G. Morrison, SN

L. Oney, SN

P, Diaz, SA

N. DiBona, TM3

R. Weinstein,

STGSA

D, Potter, STG3




B. JENKINS, SMC G. MANTOLOW, PNC
O C DIVISION O C DIVISION

LTJG I, NATION
O C DIVISION

OFC Deviscon

e

N. REITMEYER, HMC
O C DIVISION

R. Kiser, RMl

R. Adams, RM2 D, Cribby, QM2 N. Long, RM2 R, Smuzinsky, RM2 R. Spinks, SM2 D, Dahlin, RM3 W. Dennis, SM3

b
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mond, SM3 J. Johnston, YN3 D, Showers, SM3 T. Fowler, YNSN T, Halstead, SN D, Harnish, QMSN X. Lepkowski, SN
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W. Nelson, HM W. Schultz, SN R, Shorey, SN J. Siegmund, RMSN C. Sinquefield, PCSN D, Stellfox, SN L. Travis, SN
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ENSIGN R, SCHROPE R. TORREY, RDC R, D'Amico, RDl
O I DIVISION O I DIVISION
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«
T. Milligan, RD1 D, Berman, RD2 J. Black, RD2 T. Kirkaldy, ETR2 D. Mc Pheron, ETR2 D, Morton, RD2
L]
N
R, Slawinski, ETN2 F. Barnes, ETR2 G. Davis, RD3 J. Doolittle, RD3 W. Fitterer, ETN3 B. Franklin, ETN3
| Q
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 / p. Goodwin, ETN3 F. Greene, ETR3 J. Hayes, RD3 D. Papadatos, RD3 J. Warner, RD3 A. Cummings, SN
1
\
a

J. Lowcavage, SN W, Leach, SN J. O'Hare, SN W. Stone, SN K, Ledbetter, SA C., Simerson, RMSA




J. CHUDACEK, SPCM W. ADAMS, MMC F. ASHBAUGH, MMC R, PETH, MMC
M DIVISION M DIVISION M DIVISION M DIVISION

R. Perkins, MMl W. Johnson, MM2 R, Tady, MM2 JF.. Adams, MM3 J, Dibble, MM3

W, Edgren, MM3 T. Notham, MM3 R, Nowalk, MM3 J. Rhodes, MM3 G. Schwartz, MM3 M. Zugg, MM3

R. Jones, FN R. Keener, FN D, McGiffert, FN J. Okerblom, MMFN P, Sccepanski, FN L. Woods, MMFN D, Giddley, FA

V. Ginocchio, FA R. Hanselman, FA D. Hayland, FA R, Lozado, FA K, O'Shea, FA L. Reynolds, FA W. Sosko, FA
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LTJG G, ASKELAND R, HEGENAUER, BTCS
B DIVISION B DIVISION
;
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"
J. Brown, BTI1 A, Haidyk, BT2 J. Harris, BT2 G, Litton, BT2 W. McMillam
]
A
,
-
- D,
3 O, Williams, BT2 R, Garcia, BT3 J. Henegar, BT3 D. McKenzie, BT3 J. Pitner, BT3 B, Sisler, BT3
{
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W. Carney, BTFN R. Cox, FN J., Jakybec, BTFN J. Litten, FN J. McCoy, FN J. Pribble, FN
1

F., Roach, BTFN X. Smith, BTFN J. Dilts, FA J. McMillen, FA L. Mesnard, FA




B, Clark, ENIl R. Costello, ICl

ENSIGN R, MACKIN
R DIVISION

R, Robison, MRIL C. Woomer, EMI1 J., Trice, SEP2 C. With, EN2

A

E., Bender, IC3 R. Boyer, SFM3 K, Calhoun, EM3 A, Gagna, EN3 G, Houslee, EM3 L. Kienzle, EN3 G, LeFave, MM3

e

F,., Loudermilk, DC3 F. Mallery, SFM3 P, Mercer, EM3 K, Rice, EM3 G. Wheaton, EM3 S. Brown, FN W, Harrison, FN

R. Hughes, FN L. Jones, FN D. LeRoy, FN R. Marple, FN C, Miller, EMFN W. Moses, DCFN D, Newman, ENFN

R, Ownley, FN J. Rogers, FN W. Smith, ICFN J. Stephenson, FN R, Quade, FN R, Warren, FN P, Bilotta, FA




J. MERRITT, CSC
SUPPLY DEPARTMENT

B. Black, SKI1

J, Bassi, SH3 R, David, SK3

M. Hauser, SN S. Keller, SN

E, Schattner, SN E, Trimor, TN

W, Bryant, CSl

T, Guerrero, SDI

J. Denormandi, SHS3 R, Grey, CS3

R. Koegle, SH2

J. Peterson, SK3

w.

C.

P,

R.

Watkins,

i -

RIDDICK, SKC
SUPPLY DEPARTMENT

DK2

Alzate, TN

Lake, TN

E, Blair, SN

R, Ravara, TN

T,

Walsh, CSSN

L. Thompson, SA




IS GUILTY

FOUND GUILTY

STILL GUILTY

HE MADE IT




The nine day Atlantic crossing was uneventful except for the North Atlantic’s
roughness.

Thanksgiving Day we passed the Rock of Gibraltar and ran smack into some of the
roughest weather the Med had to offer. Thanksgiving Dinner was delayed time and
again while we tried to refuel. The fellows on forward station must have changed
clothes four or five times before the ordeal was over. It wasn’t a case of who was
going to get wet but how many seconds after emerging from the forward hatches
before one was completely submirdged. We made it finally and everyone went squish-
ing below to change clothes once again and settle down to a belated Thanksgiving
Dinner.




Our first liberty stop was Bandol, France after 29 days at sea. The boys were
feeling restless so deck lined up against the snipes and the slaughter began...







STORMES at anchorage with USS WRANGELL and USS VOGELGESANG in Golfe Juan Harbor. Christmas at sunrise.

BANDOL . . . A sleepy little French town whose sole redeeming qual- A=, ‘.‘;-J. ‘}d
ities were civilian food and its closeness to Toulon and Marseilles. W e







Taking on bullets, beans, and black oil, CHICKASKIA and four
destroyers, two refueling and two in life guard.




What they told us, and shouldn’t was the
guy’s on the bridge were new at this sort of
thing and they didn’t want them making ‘ costly’
mistakes when they went aside the oiler.

‘“HERE COME DA BIRD FARM'’
(or how it feels to be a target)
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We had some delicious pictures of
the happenings inside the Eve Club
and the Leido, but the film was con-
fiscated, so we present an uncensored
view of the Eiffle Tower.




THE FRENCH ALPS are eternal, cold and the roads precarious, you wonder why anybody would want to live

there---until a Snow Bunny happens by.

¢ ‘SAlLORS!.. y.ou show them the Alps and tifey
take pictures of the guide.’’
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Naples to Rome, the land
seemed untouched by time...
But a name recalled an
emotion we couldn’t define.
Cassino—men had died here.




FORUM

SPQRR

The Senate and People of Rome

Once the centre of an Empire

FONTANA DI TREVI

ST. PAULS




ROAD TO SORRENTO
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Pam,éa'é

A Provincial city
of the Roman Empire

And over here we have---UH---boys,
OH well, it always happens when
there’'s a gal along.







Newly rated POS




Hellenistic Period the Agora, designed by Alexander The foundation of the Agora provided parking
The Macedonian. for the Camel Caravaans.
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e Russcans

(or look who’s tailing us now')







QUOTE OF THE EVENING:
‘““You know how I am when I get a captive audience!”’
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We Anchored There

H alla

We Shot At [t e — —

But We Never Set Foot On It







The land of Don Quixote is indeed
a land of contrast, a sleepy little fish-

ing town sits next to a resort city that
wasn’t there a year ago and was built
by the Scandinavians. ‘‘ Yes! One can
still rent a room with board in a hotel
there for three dollars.”
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The word was Excellent!



















| ‘“NOW AMERICAN DOLLARS

ARE FOR SALE IN

THE SUPPLY OFFICE"”

L
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CRENRY

What do you mean you think we’re off the Virginia Capes?!

‘] |

I’'ll believe it when 1 see the pier.

TGN\

It’s land!




Music to moor ships by.

‘“Yea, but do they speak English.”’
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LLEGARON EL “PUTNAN" ¥ E|, "STORMES", PARA DESCANSAR

_EL MEDITERRANEO E¢
PAPA LA ESTABILID ‘2 |;
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Visita di cortesia . {5
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Officer-in-charge . . .. ........ LTJG French
Editor-in-chief, Assistant Editor,

Photographer, Layout,

Writing, . ... .. FTG2 L.P. ‘‘Luigi’’ Espenlaub

Captions . . ......... FTG2 L.P. Espenlaub
SN McDonald

All with a great assist from those unsung heros

in the back room at TIFFANY
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